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so many enemies. The constant practice of what the French call les attentions, is a most necessary ingredient in the art of pleasing; they flatter the self-love of those to whom they are shown; they engage, they captivate, more than things of much greater importance. The duties of social life, every man is obliged to discharge; but these attentions are voluntary acts, the freewill offerings of good-breeding and goodnature ; they are received, remembered, and returned as such. Women, particularly, have a right to them; and any omission, in that respect, is downright ill-breeding.
Do you employ your whole time in the most useful manner ? I do not mean, do you study all day long ? nor do I require it. But I mean, do you make the most of the respective allotments of your time ? While you study, is it with attention? When you divert yourself, is it with spirit ? Your diversions may, if you please, employ some part of your time very usefully. It depends entirely upon the nature of them. If they are futile and frivolous, it is time worse than lost, for they will give you an habit of futility. All gaming, field-sports, and such sort of amusements, where neither the understanding nor the senses have the least share, I look upon as frivolous, and as the resources of little minds, who either do not think, or do not love to think. But the pleasures of a man of parts, either natter the senses, or improve the mind; j-	I hope, at least, that there is not one minute of the day in which you do nothing at all. Inaction, at your age, is unpardonable.
Tell me what Greek and Latin books you can now read with ease.   Can you open Demosthenes at a ven-